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,NSIDE Y'EM

TH REE SHIPS
A conversollon wllh Coploln Rogel Guslovsen,
Mosfer ot Norweglon Gem.

by

Richord H. Wogner

lptan RoA.r C@v$n om6 non ' s,ll
toujunbuthofosLo,Notury. Hb&ihdw6
a $ilo. lnd l|icyoungGushvsn sanbirion was

n. or rh innowrions NCL intoducd to thc
indrrrt w6 l&8. sfiip c4isin8 ll did rhis itr
1979, shen NCL purchrs.d ,!. 3i.nr d.rn
FBnce Built h l962,lhisehipras oneofrhc

&n 3Mr lEn linec- As rhc $n $r on rh. hgdsy of
tu$tl.ntic cosinBq dE F'ue h.d b..n EriEd in
1974. Aner d exrensivc rcfurtishheni, *hich con
oer I 100 nillioi. NCLDuT her inro *riccdains cruis
6 rom Midi 6 rh€ SS No*r!. Tlp ship trs far
l.tBd thm .ny of hs cdis ship compqiro^ &d her
succc$ pftvd rhs viability of larg. ship crukinB rhus
op.ning th. der for Iodrr! regHruie shiF.

Gunavh did four MhB on rh. Nffiay s
Chi.forfi6,. 'For me ro *od{ on . ship rhlr *ss buih
two ,..6 befft I *s hom w6 lmuing. [Shc ws al
@ll' dirlemr nyk, rdlly diff.rnr d6i!n lfron

"Thar shipw6 madc lor Adontic cn$ings and
. hrd r mplctcly difmr hull shlp€ ompaEn b

[mdl.m cruis shiF]. wid ]. hadr linl.bn ofb6d
wslh.i tne wy she novcd thrcugh rh. ftein *6 fan

"sh. hd limibiios. lBsue of hq | | md.r
d€nl she could nor 8er inro [mst canbbdn Frbl
We Mrc ,lways at a.chor"

ro follo* his fslhd to s. Hor.vd. when ir M. tine
b ao ro slleAc. "n *c not ! v.ry Ao.d rin. fe siloB"
s Curllvsn {udi.d msl.ring rnd ..codring innqd,
Nor long aier ic SraduEd, ondiriois b€8d to chulc
ud e "l dcidcd ro ao b n&irin. elhA. rls.'

Sinc. 1997, C.S6i' Cevs ha so .d fot
NoNcgid Ctuie Lin.. Founded ir ti. 196{s. NCL
h6 b.on GDoniibl. for intd(in8 mmy inmvdions
ro nodd cohing. A@dinBIy, I rdd Clphin
Gusr.vs abolr rhc otrh. shiF rh.r he has F.d on



H.r steo .uthin. po*!r
pllt '!qui!d dlat a.riots b. plM.d
on*ll inldvme i\vlEn *. gptio
rh€ pilor statio iD Mimi, *. wuld
sll doM 1o lh. .ngi'd sd icll hin
o@ rnd . hll' noc in dvo610
skn io Fn@ th. r.p,ni $ w. dld
rr.rt op.ntina dF dgin6 non dl.

Buill i. uotn.r .6, $.
Nwry did nd hav. .ll ofihe mdi-
ti6 or. nod.n crui* .hh. 'or

coue, tlar ship did nol h!v.
Fl6ryL Crubins: w. hld t*o din-
ing NBs and $. BisnD h .dditid
lo ih. ods strtrL &n it *c
1..y niF dhing ir th. old .tyl.
lwithl a bis sni@ coBins dom'

Living conditions for th.
cw *w .l$ Dlch ditr mt only
b p.@nl ofihc cEw c.bis hld roi-
l4od shMd luit ,Tfiewft
a[Fr.i !o rhe fdd. cw ncm"
beB Th. na hid 1o ndc do widr
6nDon toil.rs md 3hMF in lh.
dn oE. 'StilL the cEw w $
hlppy. Th.y lqd ln.t 5hip, IicY
did nor ldt ro l6Ye i! th.y sllY
ajoy.d n. Tn.y Iv! mlch Md o
ltE De€ ships bur lllet Rlly lq.d
li. Nmy ed wuld hs. sLt d

l'un prior ro hi! .umr conme4 c.prdn
I GUfus w6 m&5b of $. Nw.8ix sky, el ch

., d6 shdr di$ E@ Midi b d. Blho6 'lr

you @mp6F il to odE stiiF thrt do dE .trd fou dav
cDi*! !o $. alnmsl. s*y h .b$lclv $. b.d "

lnde€4 ftnm t gnd'r D.sFctve. C{plaitr
cushvson hs notnins b pr.i$ for $. sLv
"Tehni€lt rh. sky b $nbic she l'a 3ix msiFs
sh. h6 tso gan thnslor dd thc ho* lhmsLd, Sh.
ir t.ry poadful. sh. ir r v.ry ni@ Jlip b hodt. "

ThG Slv is .he licr lhip io No .gid Sun bur
ft. No rhiDs @ nol id.nlill Tn. ditrq!@ i! Dosl
loiMl *hd on lots.r dE b.l6ni6 Th. Skv
'B orisiDrlly bDins b bcl i cotu ip, th. c$i!
Olrnpi.. Bu rhe shityld [rheE 5h. vG bcins t{ill]
kd bnr.dbr ud cd deidcd .h.t dB did nd wl
bbk th. snip, NcL bought rliil ship dd d opriot to
build dolha orc th. s.. When NCL hourht th. Skv,
l|l. nu m mN or le$ linGfied [dd] lh.v didn't hr.
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rhe oppolh|nily b rio e msy cnm8.*"
One ltina NCL $v s vihl, hMq, @ rh.l

rh. ship hrc blldid. Hd qiain.l coda ddi3n did
nd c.ll for b €.h' But d@ng ih. y.6 sine rh.
ship's I@l hd bdn laid, 'the bdony rs moF md
n@ r mull n.ve d coi$ shiDs e it sa tb$lubl,
dE ndn d rs to do - - lh. bll@ies ,* add.d'

Ir @nt!5! rh. Su. vs builr for NCL fim rn
sl!n. "Th!l is wny d ft. Suc dE bilconi.s lool dif-
fldr eiti the stidina doo6. The sky hs ! dd dd .
wi'dd- ll h$ lo do wih lt. ustuclion "

dr.in ousrNsn is llb rl6!€d vitl his o@d
6mmed.'w. hav. ! hthE 'w fl €r ltNcl--
Th. c.m is de of lh. w6l n k th. econd

Elch wints sine sn cde inro sdi@ in



2(X|7. Cm h6 bcn cruising aM Nc* Yo& ro rh.
Brhm6 Dd rh. ce6ban. 'lr it ! go.d chdc. for
p.opL to gd alay frcn tlE cold e.0tls ! linl. tn. You
con bc in rplaca*h.E il h minus 4 or 5 d.eFes [c.nii.
snde - - ib.ut r2 d.sE.s F.hEnh.jtj and w. @ bring
yo! to Dlos 22 [7] d46 FihE.h.il] in. day,"

'h is dld in rh. b.Binnin8 [ofth. cruis], lr qn
b. rindt W. B! s far c B. o iwly iw iL W.will
6 sn B Dosibl. b. in rh. wmd *arh6. we s do
26, m!yb. 27 *nots. W. do not n..d li.l lo 3d b Pon
c.nav.nl on rime but w. u* it lor rh. fiEl nieni jun b

Whar if rheshipsholld.ncounrso*inle.slom
*hil. h.tding Furh? "Th.s. ships e strlnB lodly md
th.y G big. TlFy 6 hodl. th. w*rh.r h is ncvc.
cld ro orf.. Yo! 6 h.vc b.d *6lhd i, oiher prns
of th. $eld 16 - - huri{n. een an dE C66b.rn.

"To mc th€ biggd ch.lkng. k th. cumnt in
rh. Hud$n Rivs Md sdi.8 rh. ship inlo lhe b.nhl,'
Th. pi.6 !l rhe Prs*ngd ShipT.minal in N.w Yo
@ p.Dcndicule b rhe M.nhlE shoElin.. TheElbr.,
a ship coming up th. ivs rnd wishing ro d@k 0l lhc
P6eng.r ship ToiD'l nui n.L r 90 d4E oh.

whcn ir d6 6. i6ia .uEd of th. dvd
psh.s!A.i.n tlEsit oadtship. As .shipenbrh.
b€n{ its bos .s suddoly sh.ltcEd frsn rh. cumt b}
lh. pi.6 lprivs. How.vea dE rn sc{ion ofrh. ship is
nillsubjcr to ine 'i!e1s cuftnr. Iik hrs{usdnorc
lhan onc,hiDs side to bump o pioi

Tlc Ccm, howfler. ha o uipod prcpllsion
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sytu. TneshipspoFlkEFmount doNopods
susp.D(H b.lor rh. hull. Tfiey d b. ium.d ind.
p€ndendy in dy dircrion. 'lt k v.ry iie ro have r
po*.rtul sr.m wh.n tou pur rhe tbw in rnd you have
th. sLm our in lhe curcnl.'

The pmFllcB m bed by .ledic noroB
inside rfie pods. ft..lcdiciq is s.nenr.d insid. rhe
hull b five di*lo3iB "*in 'ppmxindcly 20.000
hoepo*e. dch. Thm is rlmys om in sFF. W.
nevd G .ll five. Ion r cnis, E tunl folr 6sift;
lhr enBines 'nd.v.n No b€|}cfl di. blmds."

Lanin3 Ccmk cchnolosi..l po** rside,
why rhould p€opl. s.lRr rhe Gen orer orh.r ctoise
shiDs eiling 6!n Nc* Ydt? "l would sy rhd they
should ty NCL b..rus of F€style Cruisi4. Wh'I
*. m off.. *irh rhc spedll9 6b!6nts h . uniae
tiiry. I firv. hcn iD $is onpdy sinc. bcfoE
f6tyl€ *6 indm.nrd Dd rod4 I *oult sy rtur
ol1hing.ls do.s not mrk se. fid you should
tcll p@ple oD vrdioi wheE ro qr, *h.n io €r dd ro
at toAether dcs nor Rm lik 201I "

Oneof rheodidcruisshipsrilinsourof Nd
Yo* G ccmt skt.r ship No'keio J.wl. "Which
)o! ciee dK nd dlly ner, rhey e noE or l6s

aptlitr cusllvstr s .xped.nces on rh.s ships
od olheE in rhc NCL flet hav. help.d ro sbpe
hisstyl.of mmma'd Conskrenr*irh rh. inne



dive phil@phy of d. mp€ny he wor*5 for, Crpiain
C6llvsen dcr nd b€lide in rhe lrdhional, rigid,
mdDdtuiu slyl€ of 6nMd-

'I mt * hoe rld is goirg b woA lodly *irh
d otgDiadd of I,030 @. [You 6d] 3it lh.c.1
lh. rop ed thint you @ $in8 io @ rh. sh6w by yd.
elt We @ ar.an. One no tund do myrhirg. "'My slyl. is vcry sul l@- If r ulili9 and-
ddt suld lilc io l![( to mc ln. d@r n oFn."

"Fd a senid nugFr on a shiA yorr m.in d*
is to tdp drc ctw n.ppy. If * do nol nI. ce of lh.
ow, tlFy will not ht! @ ofd. su6a. sb te.p lh.
@ i.ppy ed d(y will nilc sufr ln. glls ft

'w. hrv. r lor oflnin8r dul E ty to do 6r dr
cw oursid. miins fious, w'en se n@t them *
trlk od Ly ud kcp ! c.ul toie b.tl@ us. You wiu
!lv$6 Elr Espet ba.B ofyour position tut thrt kind
of ssFct is compLLly worthlEr You ncd ro 8d
Espet frcm ln. sy you G 3nd li. uy you do yoft
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